	PLANNING THE LESSON/SUBTASK:  Part 1


	Date: February 20th, 2018                                          Grade: 3                      Timeframe (time available): 15 minutes

Curriculum Area:  Language                                                  Title of Lesson: The Talking Stick/Community Circle

	Context: Where does this lesson fit into your overall unit planning — introductory, middle, culminating? (Prior Knowledge?)

	This lesson introduces the children to the concept of talking sticks and community circles and their significance in First Nations communities.  Overall, this lesson allows students to practice mutual respect and attentive listening, while also introducing the children to First Nations and Aboriginal practices used in Canada today which connects to our current social studies unit on First Nations and Settlers. 

	Curriculum Expectations:

Academic                                                                                                                          Social

	Language:

	1.2- Demonstrate an understanding of appropriate listening behaviour by using active listening strategies in order to contribute meaningfully and work constructively in groups

2.2- Demonstrate an understanding of appropriate speaking behaviour in a large group setting. 
	Attentive Listening 
Mutual Respect



	Big Ideas:

	Relationships     Community Building

	Connections to Equity, Diversity, And Social Justice: First Nations

	Cross Curricular Connections
Social Studies- First Nations


	Connections to Students’ lives:  (local/global)

Question for community circle asks children to talk about their Family Day weekend drawing connections to their local community/ personal lives.  Globally, this lesson connects to First Nations communities and practices. 

	Assessment: 

 Diagnostic  (assessment for learning)                   Formative (assessment for/as learning)                      Summative (assessment of learning) 
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Observation
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    Anecdotal Notes
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   Personal Reflection
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   Presentation/Performance         



	Accommodations and/or Modifications  /  Differentiated Instruction:

 Instructional                                                Environmental                                                              Assessment
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  Oral explanation             
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 Include visuals, models, organizers
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  Change space, seating, quiet area
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	· Unsure of what to put here? Feedback requested. 


	Modifications for:  Justis/Nahita- seat them in separate areas of the circle. 

                                Provide written visual of talking stick/community circle rules on chart paper for all learners to refer to.
  

	Materials/Resources: 

	Teacher Resources                     Human Resources                  Student Materials                            Equipment

	Understanding of talking stick/community circle rules.

Background information on talking stick/community circle significance to First Nations communities and practices. 
	Rules of the talking stick/community circle written on chart paper. 
	None
	Talking Stick
Chart Paper

Markers




	DELIVERING THE LESSON/SUBTASK  - Part 2

*Grouping: W = Whole class; S = Small group; I = Independent

	Timing

2 minutes
	Grouping
	Mental Set (hook):
Introduce the item I am using as a talking stick to students. Ask them what they believe it is used for.
	Materials/

Resources

Talking Stick


	
	W
	S
	I
	
	

	2 minutes
	W
	
	
	Sharing the Purpose/Objectives (in student language)
Purpose: To learn about the importance of talking sticks in First Nations communities and how we as a class can use such practices to become even better at attentive listening and mutual respect to strengthen our classroom community.
We will practice our own community circle using the talking stick which will give each of you an opportunity to discuss your family day weekend.  
	-Chart paper with talking stick rules for my visual learners. 

	4 minutes

6 minutes


	W
	
	
	Body:  Input, Modeling, Check for Understanding, Guided Practice, Independent Practice
Input:
-Explain to the children the purpose of a talking stick in First Nations communities and how they are used during community circles.
-Explain the rules of using a talking stick.

-Emphasize the importance of mutual respect, attentive listening and the right to pass so no student feels pressured to speak if uncomfortable. 

-Identify that this morning’s meeting will involve using the talking stick to go around in a circle and describe something the student did on the Family Day weekend that was important to them. 
Modeling:
- I will demonstrate to the class with the help of a volunteer student how to rotate the talking stick.
-I will ask for examples of mutual respect, attentive listening and the right to pass.
Check for Understanding: 
-Ask children if they have any questions about what they are supposed to do.

-Ask students for Thumbs up if they understand the task and a Thumbs down if they need me to clarify the instructions.  
	Bloom's Taxonomy:

__Remembering 

__Understanding 

__Applying 

Learning Styles:

__Visual 

__Auditory
Multiple Intelligences:

__Verbal/Linguistic

__Visual/spatial
__Interpersonal 

	2 minutes
	W
	
	
	Closure (sharing the learning in some way)
Ask students how participating in this morning’s circle made them feel.  Do students think using a talking stick is helpful during morning meeting? (Do hands up for helpful, hands up for unhelpful) 

	None

	
	
	
	
	Homework/ Reminders:

None

	None


Reflections: Include Successes, Challenges, Changes, Next Steps
Morning Meeting –February 20th, 2018

Ask the students to sit in a circle. 

Do Roll Call.  (5 minutes)
Begin lesson: (15 minutes) 
Ask: Does anyone know what a Talking Stick is? (Show talking stick)
Take 2 hands.
Information on Talking Sticks and Community Circles as they relate to First Nations Practices:
A talking stick is used by First Nations and Aboriginal communities across Canada to make sure that each person in the community has a turn to share his or her ideas and opinions with the rest of the group. Traditionally, the Talking Stick was a method used to make sure each person within the community has a turn to be heard.  First Nations people would sit in a circle, just like we are, and pass a sacred Stick around. The sacred stick held spiritual qualities and the First Nations people believed their ancestors would guide them, just as we believe the saints will guide us.   Only the person holding the stick had the right to speak.  Everyone else was expected to practice attentive listening and mutual respect.   When a person finished talking, he or she passed the stick to the person beside them. Everyone also had the right to pass.  

Ask: What is the right to pass?
Take 2 hands.
Ask: How can we show mutual respect to each other?

Take 2 hands

Ask: Do you remember what attentive listening is from last week?
Take 1 hand. 

Today we are going to use our own talking stick which is this beautiful drum made by a First Nations tribe in the Yukon.   I will start, and I will pass the stick to my right. Once you have the stick you can share with the group what you did on the Family Day Weekend.  If you do not want to share, say pass and continue passing the stick to the next person.  
Ask child beside me if I can use them as an example to model the process. 
Ask: “So, once I speak I would pass the stick to (child’s name) and it would be there turn to share. Can I speak when (child’s name) is holding the talking stick?”
Take one hand.

Check for understanding: Thumbs up if you agree with (child). 

Talking Stick Rules (also on chart paper)
1)
Whoever is holding the stick is the speaker

2)
Be an Attentive listener 

3)
Show Mutual Respect

4)
You have the right to pass 

5)
The stick is passed to the right 
Begin my sharing about my Family Day Weekend while holding the talking stick. 

Pass the stick to the child on the right.  

Lesson Over
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‘Creating the Dynamic Classroom, A Handbook for Teachers, Revised Edition’, Schwartz/Pollishuke, Pearson Publishing, 2011


